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-was mangy, and the belly caught up below,  as
though with pain.   'Yakko, he-devil/ she answered,
'three days now I have killed but one thin grey
monkey, and there are two cubs in the cave to be
fed.'    'Yakkini, she-devil/ I said, 'there are two
little toads at home to be fed.   But I still have a
handful of kurakkan in my hut, from which my
sister can make cakes.   It remains from last year's
chena, and after it is eaten there will be nothing.
The headman, too, is pressing for the three shill-
ings 3 body tax.   "How," I say to him, "can there
be money where there is not even food?"   But the
kurakkan will last until next poya day.   Therefore,
your hunger is greater than mine.   The first kill is
yours.'   So we lay still a long time, and at last I
heard far away the sound of a hoof upon a dry
stick.   'Sister/ I whispered, 'I hear a deer coming
this way.'   'Yakko, have you no ears?' she said.   'A
long while now I have been listening to a herd of
wild pig coming down wind.   Can you not even now
hear their strong breathing, and their rooting in the
dry earth, and the patter of the young ones' feet on
the dry leaves?7   'Yakkini,' I said, for I heard her
teeth clicking in the darkness, 'the ear of the hungry
is in the belly: the sound of your teeth can be heard
3 Shilling used colloquially for the half rupee or 50 cents
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